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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, June 2, 2016 

7:00 pm – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a meeting on 

Thursday, June 2, 2016 at the Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 

North Main Street, Southington, CT.  Theresa Albanese, Chair, called 

the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Greg Ali, Christopher Borowy, Bill Camp, Jeff 

Crown, Walter Grover & James Sullivan 

 Alternates: John Fusco 

 Absent:   Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 A quorum was determined                     

 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance 

4. Approval of Minutes:  Regular Meeting of May 5, 2016 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve as presented which Mr. 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

          :  Special Meeting of May 10, 2016 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to approve as presented which Mr. 

Grover seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 None. 

 

6. Inland/Wetland Floodplain Filling Applications: 

 A. Information/Action:  IW #1250, Application of Mario 

Riccitelli seeking to install a new driveway, utilities and complete 

grading associated with an existing foundation within the Upland 

Review Area.  Property located at 29 and 31 Mark Drive. 

 Sev Bovino, Planner with Kratzert, Jones & Associates represented 

the application.  The proposal is to use an existing foundation built 

years ago and to do the framing and install the utilities and a 

driveway.     
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 During the onsite we talked about a few things and staff had 

provided comments prior to that.  Staff comments were addressed and 

the plans show the filter bag requested.  In terms of new shrubbery 

that’ll be planted along the banks of the pond and the wetland area, 

they are to be native and they’re listed on the plan on the right side 

of the plan.  They will be planted in an area that was determined to 

be able to be replanted and there’ll be no grading in that area.  

Explained. 

 We discussed having stone under the deck to prevent erosion from 

occurring and it is indicated on the plan. 

 The roof leaders will be connected to the splash pads and riprap.  

Explained. 

 Sod will be used for the grass area.  

 The driveway will be stone and the apron will be paved as per the 

requirement by the town’s zoning regulations. 

 We discussed at the onsite that the water from the driveway goes 

down gently toward the house and up to the garage and there’ll be a 

small low point at that area.  It has been addressed with riprap on 

the north side of the driveway leading into the pond.  That’ll help 

with reducing the siltation that may occur from the stone driveway as 

the silt might move in that direction.   Riprap will capture that.  

The riprap will be extended to the edge of the wetlands and it will be 

done by hand.  Discussion on why the stone riprap shouldn’t go right 

to the water.  Mr. Bovino said they would be glad to do that if the 

commission prefers that it be moved to the water line.       

 Discussion. 

 The Chair commented it would prevent erosion and scouring and it 

is a great suggestion by Commissioner Borowy. 

 Mr. Bovino commented Mr. Lavallee was fine with that.  Mr. Bovino 

had the riprap wider at the top and he recommended it be trimmed down 

toward the water.   

 Also, we had the driveway straight in and Mr. Lavallee 

recommended we move the driveway toward the property line to the south 

which we did.  The current plan shows that.  It would then be further 

away from the wetlands.        

 Discussion. 

 Orange snow fencing will be provided in addition to the waddles 

as requested. 

 Existing grades will be maintained as much as possible and 

applying the sod makes it easy to do. 
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 And refueling of machines will be done in the upland area during 

construction. 

 All appropriate notes are on the right side of the plan, boxed 

in.  Those notes are important so someone doing the work can follow 

the notes and doesn’t miss what is supposed to be done. 

 Unless you have any questions, I believe this would be ready for 

action on your part. 

 Discussion of the conservation easement to the town for the pond.  

There is no access by the public as this is a private parcel. 

 The Chair suggested after the plantings are in place there be 

repetitive monitoring and maintenance of the plantings.  Mr. Lavallee 

usually does that about six months to a year after they are planted.  

There is a bond for that to the town. 

 Mr. Borowy stated that he would point out it is a very 

problematic site and reduced in size.  But with the stipulations that 

the driveway riprap go to the water’s edge and after one year a review 

by the Assistant Town Planner for the growth of the native plantings 

along the entire bank to prevent further erosion, I would move we 

approve IW 1250 as presented and discussed.   Mr. Ali seconded.  

Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 B. Information:  IW #1251 / FF #247, Application of CT Fund 

for the Environment seeking to remove a dam and restore fisheries 

habitat at the Clark Bros. Dam on South Main Street adjacent to the 

Apple Valley Bowling Alley. 

 Gwen McDonald, Director of Habitat Restoration for Connecticut 

Fund for the Environment.  We’ve received a grant to restore fish and 

wildlife passage for the purpose of benefit to the fish and wildlife 

at the Clarks Brothers Dam site in Southington and Carpenters Dam in 

Meriden.  We received approval for the removal of Carpenters Dam in 

Meriden from the City of Meriden and we’re coming to you for the 

approval of the Clark Brothers Dam in Southington. 

 Funding is coming from the Southington Landfill Superfund Site.  

Monies were given to US Fish and Wildlife for damages associated with 

that site and they went through a ranking process for many projects 

and this project was one selected that would benefit fish and wildlife 

in the Quinnipiac River that had been negatively impacted by that 

project. 

 The design for the removal is a fairly straight forward project 

and you couldn’t ask for easier access. 
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 In the Quinnipiac River we have American shad and alewife as well 

as American eel.  We have seen a sturgeon.  Explained other projects 

with fish cameras so we’re able to see the species that travel 

upstream. 

 The Chair asked if she could walk the commission through the 

project. 

 Ms. McDonald explained it is an old dam and is partially owned by 

the Town and partially owned by Apple Valley Bowl.  We have memorandum 

of agreements we’re working through on both. 

 With the two dams removed it will be 16.6 miles of stream that’ll 

be restored for the habitat.   The inland fisheries division with DEEP 

walked the stream.  They’ll do sample sites to see where they find 

fish and downstream we have the camera to see what kind of fish.  As 

to the trout, resident species will benefit from this project, as 

well. 

 Location and design of the dam was discussed. 

 As to proposed conditions, it is a limited project with good 

access and this dam has not really infilled with sediment very much.  

We believe, based on data collected, there is a low level outlet in 

this dam and there’s not very much sediment collected behind it.  But 

there is a curve in the river upstream of the dam.  Because we’re 

reducing the water surface elevation when we take the dam out, the 

bank is prone to potentially more scouring.  We are proposing to use 

some of the stone from the dam itself and place it at the toe of that 

slope.  We’re not adding fill as it is material that is already there.  

It’s material probably found nearby and native to the stream and we 

are putting it on the toe of the slope to protect it.   

 As to alternatives to the rock toe, given the steep conditions at 

the site, it is really not appropriate to use other alternatives or 

bio-restoration such as a root mat per our engineer. 

 The gravely material from the dam itself, we’re placing a little 

bit upstream in a formable weir and because this segment of the stream 

is very sandy and movable, what this will do is slow the changes of 

the stream bed in this area over time to give the site a little bit of 

a gravelly bar so the sand of which the stream is composed in this 

area will move over time but it gives it a feature to run over.  

You’ll get some sand bars that form upstream and downstream of this 

gravel bar and you’ll see changes in the river.  An interesting site 

for sure. 

 There will always be flowing in this location.  The dam removal 

won’t change the amount of water flowing through the stream and 

because of the narrow, steep banks it won’t look that different here 
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but it will allow fish passage and to a certain degree, it will reduce 

temperature and increase oxygen flowing through this area. 

 We have a nice wetland complex downstream.  The bowling alley is 

happy because they experience quite a bit of flooding and in smaller 

events, this will definitely help them. 

 The process of removing the dam was explained.  We’ll stay 

stationary on one bank and extend over and drop the rocks in.  We’re 

not going to access from Route 10 for traffic reasons.   It is a five- 

day construction sequence. 

 A wetlands scientist flagged it and his line and is water line 

are coincident so it shows as the same impact.  It’s pretty limited.   

 The Chair said a site walk would be set up.   

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table IW #1251 and FF #247.  Mr. 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote for each 

item. 

 Site walk set up for June 9, 2016 at 5:00 pm. 

    

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio member regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None. 

 

8. Conservation Issues /Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Sullivan stated on Touch a Truck, there was a little 

resistance from the organizers.  I think it has to be better 

coordinated.  They wouldn’t let me park near the Touch a Truck event.  

We need to reach out to them.  Very few saplings were taken.    

 A. Election of Officers 

 The Chair announced this would be tabled to the July meeting when 

Mr. Lavallee would be present.   Everyone agreed. 

 Site walk set for June 9, 2016 at 5:00 pm. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Sullivan seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32 o’clock, p.m.) 


